                          Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
Dedication of Offering    
HOLY COMMUNION  

      *Hymn -          “Standing on the Promises”                Page 271             

     *Benediction                                                        
                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
                      L: “Go now in peace.”                                


* Postlude 

Worship Service: We welcome you today the Tenth Sunday after Pentecost August 6, 2023!  Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
     WE THANK Norine Goss for the beautiful piano prelude this morning!
GREETERS FOR Aug. 6th and 13th - Marie Herb, Donna Novinger, 3rd person to be announced; Aug. 20th and 27th - Terri Herb, Shirley Miller, and 3rd person to be announced; Sept. 3rd & 10th - Susan Snyder, Carol Knight, and 3rd person to be announced.
ANNOUNCERS: Aug. 6th thru 27th - Sue Faust; Sept. 3rd thru 29th - Marie Herb.
LAY READERS: Aug. 6th - Donna Novinger; Aug. 13th - Bridget Campbell; Aug. 20 - Norine Goss; Aug. 27 - Ken Bechtel; Sept. 3rd- Gerry Wiest. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS: Aug. 6th - Marie Herb; Aug. 13th & 20th - Ed & Peggy Berra; Aug. 27 & Sept. 3rd - Ken Bechtel. If you cannot lead on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.  We began Season Two of “The Chosen”; we discuss Lesson 3 video on Aug. 6th. Please join us. See Sharon Fetterhoff for Season Two book if you didn’t get one.
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.
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MATTHEW 14:20, NIV




                                     August 6, 2023

                           Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
    Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor                                                The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
          3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032

    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

          Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell 
Video Technician, Seth Guertin

   August 6, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM - 
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Communion Servers: Marie Herb, Ann Hale
     (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles  
   Piano Prelude - Norine Goss      
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                     Sue Faust                  

L:  Come, brothers and sisters in the faith,
P:  Let us gather with God who cares for us as a father,
L:  who comforts us as a mother,
P:  who walks with us as a brother or sister,
ALL: and who listens as a friend.
L: Come, let us worship God.
      *Hymn -          “Majesty”   (Sing twice)                       Page 74
*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)
Lord we have failed to respond to the needs of others, and in our failure we have missed opportunities to minister to you. Forgive us, we pray, and the next time keep us from passing by unheeding, on the other side. Amen.
       *Assurance of Pardon

       The Psalm: 145:8-9, 14-21 (Responsive)                                  
L: The Lord is gracious and compassionate; slow to anger and rich in love.
P: The Lord is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made.
L:  The Lord upholds all who fall and lifts up all who are bowed down.
P: The eyes of all look to you and you give them their food at the proper time.
L: You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing.
P: The Lord is righteous in all his ways and faithful in all he does.
L: The Lord is near to all who call on him; to all who call on him in truth.

P: He fulfills the desires of those who fear him: he hears their cry and saves them.

L The Lord watches over all who love him, but all the wicked he will destroy.

ALL: My mouth will speak in praise of the Lord. Let every creature praise his holy name forever and ever.
  Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles Creed (In Unison)
    I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was   crucified,  
 dead, and buried; he descended into Hades;  the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from thence he  shall come to judge the quick and the dead.


 I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church; the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.                
   Hymn -     “No One Ever Cared for Me Like Jesus”       Page 528                                       
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
   Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
Scripture:  Matthew 14:13-21 Pg. 21 N.T. Pew Bible)                 

                           Donna Novinger, Lay Reader     
     Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
  Congregation: Thanks be to God!         
Sermon:                       “First Things First”  
     CHURCH CALENDAR
Aug.   6 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online -        Hymnal; Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship; Communion Servers - Marie Herb, Ann Hale; Special Prelude by Norine Goss.

Aug.  7 - 9:00AM -Pack up clothing from B-T-S Yard Sale. See Ed Dobbin if you can help.
Aug.   8 - 5:30-7:00PM - “Free” Community Meal at Valleys

Aug. 13 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online - Very brief report from ECC Gather 2023 Meeting after Worship Service
Aug. 16 - 7:00PM - Council Meeting
Aug. 20 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
Aug. 27 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
HELP IS NEEDED MONDAY, AUGUST 7th at 9:00AM to PACK UP CLOTHING FROM BACK-TO-SCHOOL YARD SALE! If you can help, please see Ed Dobbin.
FREE COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday August 8th, Eat at church only between 5:30-7:00PM. Menu: Hot dogs & Hamburgers, Macaroni salad, Baked beans, fruit (watermelon or cantaloupe), Dessert. Meals will be eat-in at the church. You are welcome to join us in fellowship. Please reserve meals by Thurs. Aug. 3rd. Please see the signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.
GRILL MASTER: We are looking for someone to grill hamburgers and hot dogs on Tuesday August 8th for the Community Meal. If you can help, please see Donna Novinger as soon as possible.

COUNCIL MEETING will be on Wed. August 16 at 7:00PM.
VERY BRIEF ECC GATHER 2023 REPORT will be given following Worship Service on Sunday August 13. 
PRAYER REQUESTS   *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  
*Patrick, Deb, Emily Castellani, (Car accident) ; Dawne Wilks;  Esther Masser; Lesher Family & Brooke Croutharmel Howell Family; Dennis Leitzel; Diane Shaffer; Barbara/Dennis Croutharmel; Ed Dobbin; Gail/Charlie Shertzer; Sarah Graff, Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver;  Neva Cichy;  Marissa Faust; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Lori Graeff;  Roxanne Laudenslager; (Serious health issues); Pastor Gail Boyer, (Recovering from surgery); Barbara Wild & Family; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Henry Hassinger; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett; Kenny Minnich; Dustin Ramberger; Stanley Moose; Pat Scheidler; Tracey Knauss; Josephine Stoneroad; Nancy McElrath; Bonnie Bechtel; Tom Little;  Don Markel; Elwood Shaffer, (Neva Cichy’s father); Mike/Bonnie Lidle; Kelly Richter; John Lazor; Kelly Shutt;  Sarah Stromberg; Sue Hine, (Ann Hale’s friend); Sandra Kittle, (Carol Miller’s friend); Chad Kitchen; Marilyn Shertzer, (Charlie Shertzer’s sister-in-law); Will Porter, (Hannah Gonder’s boyfriend); John Shoop; Dwayne Miller, (Gary Miller’s nephew); Goldie Wert, (Carol Miller’s sister-in-law);  Pat Buckler; Kevin Conrad; Rick Miller, (Carl Miller’s son); Baby Jaylynn,  (granddaughter of friend of Carol Miller); Collin & Caleb, (Carol Miller’s great-grandsons)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. 

In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you.
                         LOOKING AHEAD….

FELLOWSHIP MEALS: Beginning in September we will again have Fellowship Meals. The date has not yet been decided (it will not be the first Sunday in September as that is Labor Day weekend). The date will be announced in future bulletins and in the September/October newsletter.

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP TIME: We will begin to have coffee and cookies time (in the meeting room) again for those who wish to chat and have some fellowship time after church on Sundays.  If anyone is willing to help by donating cookies, please see Marie Herb.

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL: We will have a kick off for Sunday School for all ages in September. A meeting will soon be announced to discuss more details. Look for more details in the September/October newsletter.

PULLED PORK DINNER: Valleys will have a Pulled Pork Dinner on the 1st Saturday in October, October 7, 2023 from 4:00-6:00PM. Menu will be Pulled Pork, mashed potatoes, filling, corn, coleslaw, dessert and drink. Call the church office for tickets or more information.
FRESH CORN - If anyone is able to donate fresh ears of sweet corn (yellow preferred) for the Pulled Pork Dinner, please call the church office. 
VOLUNTEERS TO HELP WITH LIVESTREAM: We are looking for volunteers to help learn how to do live stream and operate the hymnal for worship service if Seth, or Leon or Bridget are unavailable or wish to take time off.  It is always good to have more people trained to handle doing things if they are unable to do it.  Please see Seth or Bridget  or talk to Marie, if you are interested.
_________________________________________________________________________
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services.
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: Our church profile is completed and we are reviewing candidate profiles. We plan to give more updates as we progress in this process.
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Although the Bible doesn’t mention turkey feasts, the
gospels do describe a miracle dinner that made thousands
of hungry people thankful (see Matthew 14:13-21). Fill in
the words to complete a poem about that meal.

Hint: Each pair of line endings should rhyme.

aquest

began  late  ran ton
bunch  lunch  rest  true
done  men  spaces you

Jesus was tired and went to find

So away from the crowd he started his .
It came to an end before it )
The crowd followed Jesus; they walked and they :
His boat pulled ashore, and he looked at their .
Five thousand men, plus families, filled all open

And so Jesus spoke, and he taught until _

The disciples told him it was time they all

Jesus said, “Yes, that is certainly .
And feeding this crowd is now up to N
Feeding five thousand! It could not be .
What would they do? They'd need a whole :
But then a young boy came and offered his .
Five loaves and two fish to feed this big

Jesus gave thanks and blessed it and .
it fed all the women, the children and :
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The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Weekly Devotional for August 6, 2023
Invocation:
Lord, we come to You this day, seeking Your presence with us.  Give us new insight into Your Word so that we can know You more clearly and live a life that is worthy of Your blessing.  We come to be strengthened so that we can serve you more fully.  So come and be with us as we worship You.  May we bring glory to Your name.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.  

Scripture:  Psalm 145: 8-9, 14-21 (Responsive); Matthew 14:13-21

Sermon:


                “First Things First”

Prioritize!  That’s what we are all instructed to do in this busy world.  As we make our lifestyles more convenient, the more demands we place on ourselves, and we find our lives become more frantic.   So, we are called to prioritize – to convert our activities into a sort of Top 10 list – picking what’s most important to get done first.  That’s so hard to do because we get inundated with distraction.  It’s hard to prioritize because everything seems so important, but we can’t do everything.  And so the vicious cycle begins.

It seems funny to us that our Savior would be concerned with such things, but he is.  Our Savior prioritized.  Jesus puts first things first!  This is a valuable truth to know.

- When the grocery list of life gets out of hand and as we grow to trust the Savior of life He has you in His Hand.

Have you ever gone shopping, and just couldn’t seem to find what you were looking for?  Or, you could find everything you didn’t need, but the things on your list were nowhere to be found.  So you began to get frustrated, and you lost sight of what was on your list because you didn’t know where to begin.

Life can seem like a grocery list that’s gotten out of control.  We just can’t seem to put first things first.  So many demands are made of us; so many expectations, so many dreams and aspirations, so many good intentions, that we become overwhelmed.

I have a cell phone.  Sometimes, I wish I didn’t.  It’s too easy to be connected to others.  It’s too easy for others to be connected to you.  With all of this new technology comes the temptation to force ourselves on one another any time we want.  Whether you’re in the store, eating at a restaurant, attending church, or driving down the road, people can get in touch with you for any and every reason.  That might be the last thing you need at the moment.

We wonder why our lives are filled with so much stress and anxiety.  It really isn’t any secret.  We try to prioritize our lives one way, and then someone or something else comes along and pulls us out of focus.  We get distracted.  We get frustrated.  We get stressed out.  We get angry.  We get depressed.

It’s at times like these that we find ourselves turning to God and really don’t even know why.  All we know is that we’re frazzled and stressed, and need some guidance.  If you don’t think that happens, then take a look at the crowd of people in our text:  “When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place.  Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns.”  Now, the news Jesus had just heard was that John the Baptist had been beheaded by King Herod.  Not only that!  Herod was convinced that Jesus was John the Baptist come back from the dead.  Jesus had to put first things first.  He had to prioritize.  Jesus knew John’s death meant that his own suffering death was close at hand.  Jesus also knew that Herod was a madman and that he might hunt him down, so he put first things first.  He gathered up his disciples, and headed out to a private location.  He needed time to be with his disciples so that he could teach them more about his Father’s plan of salvation.

Jesus’ disciples finally docked their boat and they disembarked.  To Jesus’ surprise, a huge crowd was already waiting for him.  Many of them were there because they were impressed with Jesus’ miracles.  They were hoping Jesus might be someone special.  And all of those people brought their own personal grocery lists.  Each one had a list of expectations, a list of burdens, a list of worries and concerns, and each one wanted Jesus to help sort it all out.

Again, we notice how Jesus put first things first:  “When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick.”  In spite of his need for rest and in spite of the crowd’s mostly materialistic reasons for coming to him, Jesus doesn’t turn his back on them.  That’s because he prioritized their every need.  Jesus identified their great spiritual need for him.  He not only healed their sick, but Luke tells us in his account that Jesus actually welcomed the crowd and spoke to them about the kingdom of God.

What an all-sufficient Savior we have!  He knows how to put first things first in our lives, even when we don’t have clue.  He prioritizes that out-of-control grocery list called “life.”  He touches us with his compassion and leads us to realize that’s what needs to be first in our lives.

Jesus can handle the grocery list of your life.  He will satisfy your needs.  Just look at the huge grocery list that faced Jesus in our text:  “As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s already getting late.  Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food.”  We find out why the disciples were so anxious.  It was getting late.  In fact, it was already past the evening mealtime and still the crowd kept growing.  It seemed like things were getting out of hand!  In sheer desperation, the disciples counted the crowds.  There were at least 5,000 families present!  And when the disciples added the women and children to the count, they had a mob in excess of 15,000 people!

Talk about a grocery list that’s out of control!  What could the disciples do?  Where could they turn?  Where would they begin to try and prioritize such a demanding list of needs?  Ah!  The foolish disciples turned to themselves and to each other to try and satisfy their growing problem.  They started winding through the crowd to see if anyone had brought some sort of food.

How is it with us!  When life gets out of hand, we tend to look to ourselves or to each other for solutions.  Our lives become unhappy, and so we try to fill that gap on our own.  We become disenchanted, and so we come to the conclusion that we simply need a new hobby.  And off we run, bouncing from one activity to another, trying to satisfy our own demands for pleasure.  Yet, before we know it, we realize that things are frazzled.  Our lives aren’t any happier.  Instead, we are worse than before.  The grocery list grows and grows.  The demands and expectations become greater and greater.  And we begin to feel completely inadequate.

Our worries and our own inabilities blind us to the obvious:  we have a Savior who loves us dearly and who will care for all our needs.   Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away.  You give them something to eat.  We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they replied.  “Bring them here to me,” he said.  The disciples seem to have forgotten all the miracles they had seen Jesus perform.  They had seen Jesus healing the sick and distressed all day long.  Yet, they missed the obvious.  If Jesus could heal bodies, then he could certainly nourish them.  The disciples missed that.  They were too focused on the overwhelming need and their inability to meet it.

When you are overwhelmed, then take the unmanageable grocery list – the things you feel you’re supposed to be but are not, your list of failures and regrets, all those expectations you have – take that list and place it in Jesus’ hand.  Let him do the shopping for you.  Trust that he will meet and exceed all your needs.  In fact, he already has.  He’s earned salvation for you.  No matter what may come in this life, the most important details have been met.  Jesus has prioritized your needs for you.

Five loaves and two small fish – that’s a tiny lunch.  Yet, in Jesus’ hands they became a feast.  Put first things first.  Trust that our savior of life has you in his hand.  In his hand little things become a lot.  And how that is true in our lives!  Our little lives become eternal in Jesus’ hands.  Jesus is our all-sufficient Savior.  He put first things first in our lives by giving his life for us.  Our Lord took care of our grocery list of sin.  He purchased every item on it – paying the price we owed.  Now, we have heaven as a real certainty.  God promises it.  Take your Savior’s promises for example: quite often they are simple words – “I am the Bread of Life.  Come to me and I will give you rest.  It is finished.”  This may seem like simple words, even little words.  Yet, those words are built up into great castles of hope.

Jesus brought this truth home in this unforgettable miracle, and a beautiful truth stands out in the midst of these verses:  “They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.”  God more than met their needs.  The crowds even had tomorrow’s bread in hand.  They had more than enough.  Our Lord will not leave us empty handed.  How true it is as Paul says, “If God is for us, who can be against us?  He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all – how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?”  Our Savior has us in the palm of his hands to guide and lead us and to help us put first things first.  He prioritizes our lives by redeeming us from sin, and holding open the gates of heaven to us, even as we speak.  Remember in the midst of your hectic lives, you have a compassionate Savior who puts our eternal welfare first.  He will provide for all our needs, physically and spiritually.  He will pilot us through this life and keep us in the palm of his hand, both now and for eternity.  Thanks be to God!  Amen.

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer:
God, we bow before you this morning, knowing that you hear every prayer.  We know that in all of Creation, you are the source of life.  We praise you that in all your wonder you have not forgotten us.  We need your presence in this place.  Move among us now and let us hear your voice.  Let us feel the presence of your life.  Let the radiance of your light shine on our faces.  Let your truth and mercy surround us like a circle of friends, guiding us, holding us up and pointing us to your ways.  

As we are strengthened, Lord, help us grasp other hands, helping those that are weary.  Help us to see how much good work there is to do.  There are people who need our help, conflict that needs to be resolved, and battles that need to be stopped.  We can do so much as we stand together to do your work, but there are needs beyond our strength and knowledge and we place those things in your hands.  We pray for harmony and peace and healing to prevail upon all the earth.  Touch the lives of those who so much need your healing touch and grace.

We pray Lord for this church, that you will grant us the will and the wisdom to use all our gifts and talents in service to you.

All this we pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord who taught us to pray . . . Our Father . . . Amen.  

Benediction:

The peace of God which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen.

